




Product Spotlight

Log on to www.MidpointBearing.com
Answer the questions correctly and you will be 

entered into a drawing for a free gift.

1. 	What is the standard fit (shaft and housing) for a bearing?

2.	What is the most common type of bearing failure?

3.	How hot do you need to heat a bearing on an induction heater?

A longtime 
Midpoint 
Bearing friend, 
Chris White with 
C.C. Vest

Dan Vest with 
Randy from Teco-
Westinghouse

Neil Linhart- FAG Schaeffler 
Group Representative.

Rick Messer, Henry Barragan, 
C.C. & Dan Vest with Neil 
Linhart FAG Schaeffler Group 
Representative.
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	 All of the major bearing manufacturers have an-
nounced price adjustments in the last 60 days. Our 
main suppliers have followed suit or will shortly. 
Some products, those with cast iron and steel com-
ponents, bronze, rubber, copper and other materials 
will likely rise again soon. How does a distributor 
cope with all of these increases? Easy, we attended 
the EASA International Convention in Dallas, Texas 
to “Sharpen our Edge”!

	 EASA, one of several associations that Midpoint 
Bearing belongs to, always provides our company 
with the best of forums to see and be seen. Many of 
our loyal customers attended and coupled with our 
suppliers also in attendance what better place to meet 
and greet those that support our efforts to remain suc-
cessful.

	 We thank EASA and all of its members for mak-
ing Dallas 2008 one of the best shows we have ever 

When Dan and CC asked me to write an 
article for their newsletter I felt honored 
and privileged to do so but it left me 
with a dilemma. Should I write a bio-
graphical on Garlock Klozure or speak 
to each of you about value. I’ve decided 
to do both.

Garlock Klozure is a Division of Gar-
lock Sealing Technologies and our 
products include radial lip seals, bearing 
isolators and mechanical seals. We are 
considered by many to be the highest 
quality producer of fluid sealing prod-
ucts in the heavy industrial markets. 
Now many of you are probably thinking 
that high quality usually comes at a high 
price and in many ways that may be true 
however, there is a big difference in 
price and costs.

While reading last months newsletter 
I picked up several things from page 
one regarding bearings because we at 
Garlock Klozure manufacture oil seals, 
but we sell bearing protection. In last 
months issue Dan noted that many of 
the bearing manufacturers are report-
ing increased steel costs of over 30% 
and that transportation costs continue 

experienced. To our “customer friends”, our “friendly 
suppliers” and also to our “friendly competitors” we 
say thank you and see you in St. Louis 2009.
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to rise and “fuel surcharges” now ap-
pear on some invoices. Additionally, I 
have noted in my conversations with 
bearing manufacturers and distributors 
that some bearing delivery dates are out 
two to three years. With this in mind I 
would ask each of you to consider the 
following:

If bearing costs continue to rise and de-
liveries continue to be extended, why 
would you gamble on putting a com-
modity seal in when, for a few pennies 
more (okay, maybe a few dollars in 
some cases) you could further protect 
those valuable assets with high qual-
ity radial lip seals or bearing isolators? 
Statistics show that 90% of bearings do 
not last their design life and approxi-
mately 75% of bearing failures are due 
to seal failure. Equipment downtime 
due to bearing failure could cost plants 
in lost production output, tens or hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars. Add to 
that the additional maintenance costs, 
potential safety and EPA issues and the 
real costs begin to mount. All of these 
factors should be considered when you 
calculate the true costs of a sealing so-
lution as cost is much more than price.

At Garlock Klozure we manufacture 
some of the highest quality products 
available on the market. Radial lip 
seals made from our family of MILL-
RIGHT® elastomers will typically last 
between 3 and 8 times longer than com-
modity seals and our highly engineered 
bearing isolators with their unique unit-
izing rings can further extend the life 
of pumps, motors and other pieces of 
rotating equipment. In fact, several of 
our oil seals and bearing isolators are 
offered in split designs which further 
eliminate the costs associated with 
equipment teardown. So the next time 
you are faced with a fluid sealing chal-
lenge I would ask you to consider the 
products and value we have to offer.
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